
Cbuncilman Baboook asked that something be done toward placing 
street signs in the Vista Highlands District. CouncilmanHltchcock 
was authorized to attend to the matter. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that the City Clerk be authorized to advertise 
for bids for pipe and materials for the Water Department. Councilman 
Murray seoonded the motion, which was oarried by the follOwing roll 
oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: .Babcock, Hitohcock, Murr.,., Powell 
and UcGuire. NOES: COUNCIIJaN: None. ABSENT: eOUNCIUQm: None. 

, ··Mayor MoGuire moved that the City Clerk be authorized toadver
.tise for bids for cleaning and painting the storage tank and tower for 
the Water Department. Councilman Hitchoook seconded the motion, which 
was ' carried by the fo~ingroll oall vote: AYES: COUNe~: 
Babcock" Hi tchoock ~ ~, Powell and J40Guire. NOES :COUNCI1..MEN: 
None. ASSENT: COUNCILMEN: Non •• 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Klusman sta-t.edthat .the curb near the Munioipal Park is in 
ba.d condition and ask.d that it be repaired. Mayor McGuire advised 
that plans are being formulated by the Engineer to take care of this 
matter and of the troublesome corner on Narbonne Avenue. 

Mr. Klusman asked that the recreation buildings be painted 
white. 

Mr. Klusman complained about the water, stating that it is 
practically unfit to drink. 

Counoilman Hitohcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 

I 

Councilman Baboock seconded the motion·;· which was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYJi:S: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hi tohcock. 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNe ILMEN : None. I i 

At 8:59P.M., upon motion of Councilman Babcock, seconded by 
Councilman Murray, t~ meeting adjourned to April 1, 1941 at 4:45 
P.M • 

.APPROVED: 

dwJ::rlY~ 
Mayor of the City of Torranoe 

I(INUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
JlEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE . 

Torrance, California 
April 1, 1941 

The City Counoil of the City of Torrance convened in an Ad
journed Re~lar ¥eeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torranoe, 
California, on Tuesday, April 1, 1941 at 4:45 P.M. 

Mayor MoGuire called the meetipg to order. 

epose



Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present being 
Counoilmen: Baboook, Hitohcook, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. Absent: 
Oounoilmen: None. 

Being an adjourned meeting, ·the regular order of business was 
dispensed with. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

.· Clerk Bartlett presented an applioation from Shell 011 Company, 
Incorporated, for franchise for pipe line, this matter having been 
first presented at the meeting of March 25, 1941. Maps were present
ed for study, giving the proposed routes fo~ laying of pipe line. 
'l'hree 'routes were designated. Mr. Warren of the Shell Oil Company 
said the third route oould be deleted, but his oompany would 11ke the 
alternative of using the other route. 

Attorney MoCall gave an outline of the prooedure neoessary for 
granting the franchise requested. He said that the State of Calif
ornia has no statute referring to oil pipe lines going through oities, 
the statute most nearly applioab1e being the one pertaining to laying 
bf gas pipe line. , After reaohin:g this conclUSion, he said, he talked 
with L01,lis Burke, C1ty Attorney of Montebello, who advised that on 
three. oooasions the City of Montebello had granted permits to exoavate 
and build pipe line through the CIty on oondition that upon thirty 
days notice trom the City, the pipe line be either removed or the 
Company apply for a franchise. The purpose of this procedure, he 
said, is to give the City the privilege of requesting the pipe line 
oompany to tH .• for a franchise in the event of subsequent leg14atlon 
pertaining to laying of oil pipe lines through oities. There is 
nothing, he said, to oompe1 the company to remove the1r ' pipe line 
unless th.,y refuse to file for a franchise. In the event the 
applioation for franohise is filed and refused, the pipe lIne oompany 
still could not be compelled to remove their pipe line if they are 
granted permit to exoavate and build pipe line through the CIty in 
aocordanoe with the procedure outlined above. 

Mr. Warren said that in all franohises granted Shell Oil Company, 
an applioation for franchise had been filed with the City, published 
ten consecutive days or four oonseoutive weeks (where city has weekly 
paper), then granted in not less than ten days or more than twenty 
days after last publioation. However, he said, any method aoceptab1e 
to the City Counoil and the Shell Oil Company attorneys will be 
sati~taotory. 

Attorney MoCall stated that he did not believe the City Council 
has the authority to grant a franohise for forty years, the term 
applied for in Shell Oil Company's application. 

Counoilman Powell ,asked if the Courts had ever set aside any 
aotion of City Counoi1s in granting franchises of this nature, Attorney 
MoCall's answer being that he did not think so. 

Counoilman :Fowell moved that the franohise appHed for by Shell 
Oil Company, Inoorporated, for the privilege of laying, constructing, 
maintaining and operating pipe line tor transportation of petroleum, 
oil and liquid hydrooarbon produots1hereof and gas in the public high
ways of the City of Torranoe be granted. 

Mr. Warren said that, before an excavating permit Oan be issued, 
the pipe line company must show their right to be on the st~eet, the 
only rieht, he oontended, being the franchise. Therefore, he said, 
his company would have no right to ask for an excavating permit until 
the franchise is obtained. 

Attorney MoCall agreed that the tranchise would be the reason 
for being on the street, but that any other authority would be as 
good. 

Councilman Murray seconded Councilman Powell's motion to grant 
the franohise to Shell Oil Company, Incorporated as applied for. 



A lengthy and detailed discourse followed, at which time various 
questions were asked and answered pertaining to receipts due the City 
resulting from use of the pipe lines, future legislation pertaining 
to oil pipe lines, method of granting franchises, and a number of other 
q,uestions relative to the matter. 

Mr. Warren said the Shell Oil Company, Incorporated, has an 
application for franchise on file with the City of Santa Monica, 
Whose attorney, he stated, took the same attitude toward the matter 
as,.lttorney MoCall has taken. He said the City Attorney of Santa 
Monioa had ventured the opinion that, although he is not sure whether 
or not the Counci,l has the authority to grant a franchise, no one could 
suffer any damage except the pipe line company. Mr. Warren 'said the 
C'ity Council of Santa Monica will probably grant the franchise very 
shortly. 

Attorney McCall read a portion of the statute pertaining to gas 
pipe line, which specified that any legislative body who violates or 
attempts to violate the provisions of the act is guilty of a misde
meanor. He said he did not know whether or not granting a franchise 
under this statute could be construed, if the action waS said to be 
invalid, as a violation of the act, but that he did know that the 
act does not contemplate the laying of oil line; it only contemplates 
laying of gas pipe line, he said. 

Councilman Powell withdrew his motion to grant the franchise to 
Shell Oil Company as applied for. Councilman Murray withdrew his 
second. 

Mr. D. S. \Coye, Attorney for Shell Oil Company, read the statute 
referred to by AttorneY,McCall and said he felt Attorney McCall might 
be putting a somewhat strict interpretation on it that may not be 
justified by the statute itself. A number of other points were 
debate4"and particularly the q,uestion of how future legislation re
garding franchises for oil pipe linE! would affect the interested 
parties if the authority to lay the pipe line is granted in accordance 
wi th the procedure outlined by Attorney McCall, and followed by the 
City of Montebello. 

Regarding advertiSing of the application for franchise, Attorney 
McCall advised tha~, if the authority is granted In accordance with 
his suggestion, advertising will be done away with altogether. He 
said the excavating permit could be granted and work started i~ediate
ly. 

Mr. Warren said that when application for a franchise was made 
in Ventura, Shell Oil Company, Incorporated, had been req,uired to 
agree that there would be a minimum rental of .25.00 per mile per 
year. Knowing that ,thel1ne would bring in revenue of more than 
that to the City, he said, Shell Oil Company had readily agreed to 
this arrangement. He added that hiS company would be agreeable to 
make the same arrangement with the City of Torrance. Further, he 
related, the Company expects to pay a substantial installation fee, 

. which will, in effect, be enough to pay five years rental in advance. 
Councilman Babcock asked that a clause to that effect be inserted 

in the franchise application. ' 

Mr. Warren said that, as a last resort; Shell Oil Company could 
lay their pipe line through the Santa P'eright of way property which 
has recently been granted Shell Oil Corllpany by the Santa Fe. He said 
they would prefer 'getting the franchise from the City, however, and 
would accept any type of proeedure which meets with the approval of 
Shell Oil Company .ttorneys. 

Mr.' McCall assured Mr. Warren and Mr. C07e that the Shell- Oil 
Company would be absolutely secure in accepting the authority to 
lay pipe line on nothing more than a motion of the Council to grant 
them an excavating permit with certain conditions as mentioned here-
tot'ore. ' 



The discussiom continued, but no deoision was reaohed and no 
action taken. Attorney McCall was instruoted to contaot Michael 
Tellefson, City Attorney of Culver City, who has made a study of 

this particular matter, Mr. Nehring, City Attorney of Santa Monica, 
Louis Burke, City Attorney of Montebello, and Shell Oil Company 
attorneys for further deliberation and to reaoh a definite deoision 
as to what. procedure shoul<;l be follow&d. 

A oommunication from the Torrance Ministerial Union, signed by 
If. We'sley Roloff, Seoretary, was read, advising that the Ministerial 

' Union, meeting in speoial session Maroh 26, 1941, went on reoord as 
disapproving the Friday night dances sponsored by the Torranoe Co
ordinating Counoil. Complete discontinuanoe of the dances was ad
vooated as the only means of eliminating alleged irregularities. 

Reverend Northrup in the assemblage .stated that oomplaints had 
been registered by parents and from Rev. Ross, Methodist pastor in 
San. Pedro, who said certain young people in his churoh had been dif
fioult for their parents. as a result of their participation in the 
Friday night danoes. 

Councilman Hitchcock said he was under the impression the Counoil 
had . contemplated clOSing the dances some time ago, to whioh Mayor Mo
Guire replied that the people operating the danoes had been oontaoted 
and asked to oonduct the dances in an orderly manner. 

Counoilman Murray remarked that feeling is very muoh against the 
dances, one of the main complaints being that young men beyond high 
scliool age from outlying cities partiCipate in the dances, thereby 
contacting local girls of high school age, creating complex situations. 

It was suggested that Mr. Roloff contact the Coordinating Council 
for discussion of this matter, to whioh suggestion Councilman Powell 
objeoted on the grounds that the letter sent the Coordinating Council 
was sufficient. Councilman Powell said he had been compelled several 
times to eject men from the school grounds who entered the grounds for 
the purpose of contacting girls they had met through the Friday night 
dances. He added, that considerable property damage had resulted from 
the danoes, especially with regards to ·the fixtures in the rest rooms. 

Councilm~n Powell began to make a motion, atwhioh time Michael 
Straszer, 1004 Aoaoia Avenue, presented a plea in de.tense of the 
dances, inquiring where it is proposed to send the young people of 
the oOmlllunity for their dancing if the Friday night dances are con
demned and closed. He said that in the past, they 'have been allowed 
to go out of town to publio dance halls whioh have practioally no 
supervision, many unfavorable reports of disorderly conduct "at these 
public danoe halls having been heard. Out of fairness to the Co
ordinating Counoil, he said, the letter written by Judge LeSSing, 
Chairman of the Coordinating Council in answer to his oopy of the 
letter read by Clerk Bartlett from the Ministerial UDdon, in which 
Judge LeSSing presented his defense of the dances, should at least 
be read. The request was notoomplied with. Clerk Bartlett handed 
a oarbon oopy of the letter to Mayor McGuire, whioh letter Was unsigned. 
Rev. Roloff waa asked if he had reoeived the original letter. 

Counoilman ~Qwell said that where the young people go for their 
future dancing depends upon action of the Coordinating Counoil. 

Councilman Powell moved that the Civio Auditorium be denied the 
" Coordinati~g Council for the purpose of holding regular Friday night 
dances after Friday, April 4, 1941, until such time as the Coordinat
ing Council oan assure the City Counoil that the dances will be con
ducted in an orderly manner to the oomplete satisfaction of the City 
Council. Counoilman Murray seconded the motion. 

Counoilman Hitohoook suggested that the letter from Judge Lessing 
to the Minister.ial Union be read. Counoilman Murray went on to remark 
that his son had withdrawn from partiCipation in the danoes because of 
the manner in whioh they were operated, as had a large number of other 
local young people. 
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Michael Straszer .said he felt it would be a mistake to smrunarily 
olose the dances without giving the Coordinating Council an opportunity 
of presenting their defense. Councilman Murray said they had been 
given several opportunities to better the dances. 

Mr. Straszer said he was convinced the dances had improved to a 
great extent since the last time the Coordinating Council had been 
asked to im:prove the danoe.s. He added that the property damage had 
decreased, Counoilman Murray advising him that he did not know what 
he was talking about. 

Mr. Straszer said the Torranoe Herald is publishing the letter 
rect"ived from the Ministerial Union urging that the danoesbe olosed 
and also the letter from Judge Lessing, Chairman of the Coordinating 
Counoil, to the Ministerial Assooiation in defense of the dances. He 
said all he asked was fair play. He suggested that the Coordinating 
Counoil be given a hearing on the matter, and then, if the Counoil 
so deSires, close the dano~s, but at least give the Coordinating 
Counoil an opportunity of presenting their views in the matter. 

Counoilman Hitohoook said he felt Mr. Straszer's suggestion was 
a reasonable and fair one. (He remarked that Judge Lessing is Chair
man of the Coordinating Counoil, to whioh Counoilman Murray replied 
"that is another thing I have against the Coordinating Counoil.") 

The debate between Councilman Murray and Michael Straszeroon
tinued along the same 11nes, both gentlemen talking at the ~e time, 
making it impossible to get a clea.rtransoript of either conversation. 

Councilman Murray remarked that the Torrance Reraldhasbeen 
used as a club over the heads of previous Councils, but it is not 
going to be used over the heads of this Counoil beoause I am not afraid 
of the Torrance Herald. Mr. Straszer said his pOint · is that 'the Coun
oil had Tead only one letter and that the Torrance Herald is printing 
both letters, thereby presenting the Coordinating Council's side of the 
issue. Councilman Powell remarked that muoh had already been heard 
from that souroe (the Coordinating Council) which does not meet with 
the approval of ~e. Council. . 

Councilman Hitchcook suggested that the Ministerial Union meet 
with the City Council and discuss the matter further. ; 

Reverend Northrup said the ministers are settled on the matter, 
their wishes being expressed in their letter, and that they felt it 
is now within the power of the City Counoil to take whatever ,action 
1t deems proper~ 

Councilman Powell's motion, seconded by Councilman Murray, that 
the Civic Auditorium be denied the Ooordinating Council for Friday 
nlghtdances effective after the April 4, 1941 dance, until such 
time as the Coordinating Counoil can assure the City Council that 
the dances will be properly conducted, was carried unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett was instruoted to notify the Coordinating Council 
of the above action. 

A' communication was read from Donal~ K. Lucas, 24515 Narbonne 
Avenue, Lomita, applying for license to conduct the busiI),ess of 
private polioe patrol. The application Was approved by Chief Stroh. 

Oounoilman Powell moved that the license be granted. Councilman 
Babcook.seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read trom the Builders Brick Company, request
lng permit to excavate tor olay products on certain property, the 
legal desc:t1ptim being as follows: east half of the east half of 
the nortllwest quarter of Lot 72, and the northeast . quarter of Lot 57 
of the 1401>onal.d Tract as per Map re.oorded in Book 15, Pages 21 and 22 
of Miscella.neous Records of Los Angeles County. 

Councilman Hitchcock mov~d that the request be referred to the 
City Attorney and City Engineer for inveat1gation- and report at the 
Regular meeting of April 6, 1941. Councilman Babcock seconded the 
motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 



A oommunioation was read from the County at Los Angeles Depart
ment of Health, asking for suspension or revooation at the license 
and/or permit for the hog ranoh located at 17518 South Arlington, 
operated by Edward F. Saul. 

Mr. Graham reported that his regular inspection had revealed 
that the ranoh is in a deplorable condition, constituting a nuisance. 
Ci ty of TO,rrance Ordinances 284 and 293 were referred to Attorney 
McCall, oertain seotioIlIS"';of which he read aloud. 

Attorney McCall said Mr·. Saul CQuld be proseouted under Ordinances 
284 'and 293, whioh would be a criminalaotion. The only other method, 

. he, 'advised, would be to enter into a oi vil suit with Mr. Saul for 
abating a publio ,nuisanoe, under the State Nuisanoe Act. 

Mr. Graham advised that Mr. Saul had not been advised of this 
metter as yet and suggested that Mr. Saul be oited in for hearing 
at whioh time he will be given an opportunity to present his side of 
the issue, Mr. Graham's oontention being that Mr. saul should be 
gi ven a fal r trial. 

Councilman Baboook moved that Mr. Edward F. Saul be summoned to 
appear before the City Counoil to show oause why his lioense and/or 
permit for operation of a hog ,ranoh looated at 17518 South Arlington 
Avenue, Torrance, California,should not be suspended or revoked. 
Counoilman Hitohoook seconded the motion, which was oarried unani
mously. 

A oommunication was read from· the Associated Assessment Engineers, 
advising the City not tabid on Paroel No. 104 (Lot 36, Traot 3458) and 
Parcel 895 (Lot 37, Block 1" Meadow Park Sub. of Lot 33), whi ch pro
perty will come up for sale in the City in the near future. Asso
ciated A.ssessment Engineers maintained that it would not be worthwhile 
for the City to bid on these two parcels, the minimum bid in each oase 
amounting to the full amount of taxes plus advertising oosts. 

A. communication was read from the Planning Congress, Los Angeles 
County, requesting the City of Torrance to adopt an ordinanoe ohang
ing and establishing the name of streets along the routing ot U.S. 
Highway 101. It was advised that various other oities are oooperat
ing in this request, and mentioned further that the City ot ,Torranoe 
had been approached on this matter previously and had agreed to the 
change. 

Olerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 323 

AN ORDINANCE CHANGING AND ESTABLISHING THE NAME 
OF STREETS ALONG THE ROUTING OF U. S. HIGHWAY 
101, ALTERNATE STATE ROUTE 60, VARIOUSLY KNOWN 
AS STATE HIGHWAY WILMINGTON BOULEVARD, aEDONDO
WILMINGTON BOULEVARD, 1fILMINGTDN ROAD', AND 258th 
ST~T, IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that further reading of Ordinance No. 
323 be suspended. Counoilman Baboook seoonded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

Councilman Hitohcock moved that Ordinanoe No. 323 be adopted for 
first reading. Counoiiman Babcock seconded the inotion, whioh was 
carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Ba~()ck, 
Hitchcook, Murray" Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented a communication from the Los Angeles 
County Dividon, League of California Cities, enolosing a suggested 
form of resolution, which it was suggested the City adopt, Which 
re~olution was in regard to distribution at gasoline tax and motor 
vehicle lioense fee revenue to the 45 cities of Los Angeles County 
by the County Board of Supervisors. 



Clerk Bartlett presented: 

RESCLUTICN NO.. 1435 . . 

RlSCLUTICN O.F THE CITY CCUNCIL CF THE CITY O.F 
TCRRANCE URGING THE COUNTY BCARD CF SUPERVISCRS 
TO.. APPRCVE PRCPOSAL PRESENTED BY THE LCS ANGELES 
COUNTY DlVISICN~ · l..EAGUE o'F CALIFO.RNIA CITIES FOR 
THE DISTRIBUTION CF GASOLINE TAX AND MOTOR VEHICLE 
LICENSE FEl$ REVENUE. 

Coun~ilman Babcock moved that Resolution No. 1433 be adopted. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motio~, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: CDUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitc~cook, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire • NCES : COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Non~. 

Clerk Bartlet_tpresented and read title to: 

RESOLUTICN NO.. 1434 

RESCLUTICN CF THE CITY CCUNCIL DF THE CITY O.F 
TCRRANCE REQ,UESTING BDARD DF SUPERVISO.RS DF 
THE CCUNTY CF LCS ANGELES TO. AUTHDRIZE AN 
APPRO.PRIATICN CF $80.55.00 FCR THE ACQ,UISITICN 
DF PACIFIC ELECTRIC RIGHT DF WAYDN CABRILLC 
AVENUE FRCM TO.RRANCE BCULEVARD TO. PLAZA DEL MAC. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1434 be adopted. 
Counoi~an Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: CCUNCILMEN: Babcock, HitchCOCk, 
Murra~, Powell and McGuire. NOES: CCUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
CCUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from Fire Chief McMaster, inviting the 
Council to witness a demonstration of a first aid fire , fighting unit 
by the state Fire Marshal 's otfi ce, at the Torrance Fire Department 
March 2, 1941 at 10.:0.0. A.M. 

Clerk Bartlett presented quot;ations from the Automobile Club of 
Southern California for Signs reading "Walteria~, purchase of said 
signs having been authorized recently as a result ot a request dated 
January 28, 1941 from the Walteria Civtc O.rganization tor the signs. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the purchase of two (2) re
flectorized signs, with 6"letters diredting to Walteria at a cost 
of $26.95 each, plus sales tax, be authorized. Councilman Powell 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and 
McGuire. NCES: CCUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNeILMEN: None. 

Councilman Babcock presented and read title to: 

RESCLUTION NO.. 1455 

A RESCLUTICN CF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY CF 
TORRANCE ADOFrING POLICE MANUAL RULES AND REGUlA
TICNS FCR GCVERNMENT ' O.F THE DEPARTMENT DF POLICE. 

Councilman Babcock moved, that Resolution No. 1435 be adopted. 
Oounoilman Powell seoonded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitohcock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNOILMiN: None. 

Councilman Babcock moved all bills properly aUdited be paid. 
Councilman Hitchoock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES:. COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchoook, 
Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILUN: None. 



.. ~ 

At 6:20 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitchcock, seconded by 
Counoilman Babcock, the meeting adjourned. 

APPROVED: 

I 
I 


